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INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

UNCLAS LONDON 06037 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, PBOR, DA 

SUBJECT: NAVIGATION OF GREAT BAELT CHANNEL 

1 . THE MARAD REPRESENTATIVE HELD A MEETING WITH TAG DAN 
MADSEN, HEAD OF SHIPPING DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
DENMARK ON 10 MAY IN COPENHAGEN WHEREIN A QUESTION WAS 
RAISED ABOUT NAVIGATION IN THE GREAT BAELT ( STORE BAELT). 

2. HE WAS ADVISED THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT IS CON- 
CERNED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF DEEP DRAFT TANKERS GOING 
AGROUND AND CAUSING LARGE SCALE POLLUTION IN THE WATERS 
AROUND THE GREAT BAELT. THE DANES HAVE OBSERVED LARGE 
VESSELS FREQUENTING THIS CHANNEL AND THE DANISH GOVERN- 
MENT HAS ESTABLISHED SAFE NAVIGATION RULES. THESE RULES, 
WHICH ARE NOT ADHERED TO BY ALL VESSELS, INCLUDE USE OF 

A PILOT, USE OF RADIOTELEPHONE CONTROL, AND RESTRICTION 
OF DRAFT TO 15 METERS. 

3. IT APPEARS THAT THE DANISH AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE TO 
PUT SOME INTERNATIONAL TEETH TO THEIR RULES BY SEEKING 
AN IMCO RESOLUTION ON THE SAFE NAVIGATION OF THE GREAT 
BAELT. THE RESOLUTION WHICH MIGHT BE SPONSORED BY 
SCANDINAVIAN MEMBERS COULD CALL FOR ALL VESSELS TO TAKE 
A PILOT, HAVE RADIOTELEPHONE CONTACT WITH TRAFFIC CONTROL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND TO LIMIT DRAFT TO 15 METERS. 

4. MR. MADSEN WANTED TO KNOW IF THE US GOVERNMENT COULD 
SUPPORT SUCH A RESOLUTION AT THE NEXT IMCO SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION ON 25-29 JUNE. MARAD REP 
PROMISED TO PASS THIS ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR 
WASHINGTON CONSIDERATION. 

ANNENBERG 
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